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F-1 Semester Off Authorization Form






If you are an F-1 student planning to take a semester off, OISS is required to report this by law. Please note that you do not need to fill this out if you are taking summer off. Summer is a traditional semester off and thus no reporting is required. Students must turn this form in PRIOR to taking fall or spring off.


THIS SECTION TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE STUDENT

	Student Name (last, first):

	PID:  A
	SEVIS ID #: 

	Degree Objective:      □ Bachelors      □ Masters      □ PhD      □ ELC




	I will be taking the following semester off:      □ Fall      □ Spring          Year:                          

	Student Signature:_______________________________        Date: _____/_____/_____


A. I am taking a SEMESTER OFF and REMAINING IN THE UNITED STATES

To be authorized for fall or spring off and remain in the United States, students must have been full time in the previous summer semester. Please note that MSU full time campus employment and housing may not be available to you if you decide to take fall or spring off and remain on campus. 

□ Please authorize me for a non-traditional semester off.  I intend to return to pursue my degree.

-- OR --


B. I am taking a SEMESTER OFF and LEAVING THE UNITED STATES


Approx. Date Departing the US: _____/_____/_____              Approx. Date of Return to MSU: _____/_____/_____
□ I am a graduate student and will be registered full-time while I am outside the U.S.
□ I will NOT be registered for credit at MSU while I am outside the US and my absence will be less than          
      5 months. Your record will be terminated, however if you do return within 5 months of your departure, your   
      prior record can be re-activated. You MUST NOTIFY OISS TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO YOUR RETURN 
      or the reactivation will not be possible.
□ I will NOT be registered for credit at MSU while I am outside the US and my absence will be longer than     
      5 months. OISS is required to terminate your current I-20 and will issue you a new I-20 before you return.  
      You will be required to pay the SEVIS fee, prove funding for your new I-20 and reapply for a new F-1 visa.

Please note the following:

●  To be eligible for Optional Practical Training your F-1 record must be active for at least 2 semesters prior to your completion date.

●  In all cases, if you are re-entering the United States, make sure that your I-20 has been signed for travel in the last 6 months.

●  If you are absent for more than 5 months, please contact OISS 2 months before you return to confirm that your I-20 is valid for reentry or to obtain a new I-20.
	For OISS Approval: Determine student eligibility, approve or deny, give copy to student, enter into OISSInfo

	Approved: 
	Denied:
	Student returning by:

	OISS signature & date:
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